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Introduction and AU Scam Numbers ’



Psychology of Scamming

Although middle-aged women are often targeted, victims span all genders and
sexual orientations. Contrary to stereotypes, they are not desperate or overly
lonely but are typically well-educated and trusting individuals. My research shows
that victims may hold romantic beliefs that cloud their judgment and can see them
act impulsively. Scam profiles are increasingly challenging to detect, even by
sophisticated automated tools. Those who successfully identify scams often take
their time verifying profiles, performing background checks, and approaching
relationships with some scepticism.
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Things to be Aware of and Potential Red Flags










How to Protect Yourself from Scams ’

Beyond spotting a scammer in action, there are a number of
things you can do to take control of your safety and protect

yourself from a scam.

Protect Yourself






Do Your Homework



Your Safety Toolkit (Tinder’s Features)
















Resources ’

The ACCC: Little Black Book of Scams

The ACCC: Targeting Scams Report

Scamwatch: Romance Scams

eSafety: Romance Scams course

IDCare: Relationship Scams

What to do if You’ve been Scammed ’


https://www.accc.gov.au/about-us/publications/the-little-book-of-scams
https://www.accc.gov.au/about-us/publications/serial-publications/targeting-scams-reports-on-scams-activity/targeting-scams-report-of-the-accc-on-scams-activity-2023
https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/types-of-scams/online-dating-and-romance-scams
https://beconnected.esafety.gov.au/topic-library/identifying-and-avoiding-scams/romance-scams
https://www.idcare.org/fact-sheets/relationship-scams
https://www.idcare.org/
https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/report-a-scam






